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PREFACE. 


Having  mentioned,  in  my  fecond  Commu¬ 
nication,  my  intention  of  laying  before  the 
Faculty  the  new  method  of  treating  Erylipelatous 
AfFe&ions,  which  I  have  found  fo  lingularly 
efficacious  in  my  own  pradiice,  I  now  lit  down 
to  fulfil  my  promife. 

Having  inlinuated,  in  the  tradl  alluded  to, 
that  the  mode  of  treatment  I  am  now  going  to 
make  public  appears  to  me  to  be  fpecific  in  thefe 
diforders,  I  think  it  not  improper  to  repeat  what 
I  then  advanced ;  but  at  the  fame  time  to  remind 
my  reader,  that  although  its  effects  have  been 
fo  conftantly  and  powerfully  efficacious  in 
every  cafe  in  which  I  have  adminiltered  it,  as  to 
make  me  efeem  it  fpecific  in  eryfipelatous  dip- 
orders ,  yet  I  by  no  means  affert  that  it  is  fo :  that 

mult 
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rauft  be  decided  by  flill  more  extenlive,  or  more 
general  experience.  But  as  I  have  adopted  it, 
and  tried  it  in  a  variety  of  cafes,  from  the  flighted: 
affe&ion  to  the  moil  formidable  and  alarming 
degree  of  the  difeafe,  and  have  never  been  dif- 
appointed  in  my  expectations  of  its  wilhed-for 
efFeCts,  it  is  with  fome  degree  of  confidence  that 
I  come  forward  to  recommend  it  to  attention. 

-V 

With  refpeCt  to  the  Meafles,  that  common 
fcourge  of  infancy,  my  affurance  is  lefs,  though 
my  expectations  are  equal.  Since  I  have  formed 
my  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  I  have  not 
had  fufncient  experience  to  enable  me  to  fpeak 
with  that  degree  of  confidence  which  extentive 
praCtice  only  can  give ;  and  I  introduce  the  fub- 
jeCt  from  a  wifh  that  thole  gentlemen  who  have 
extend ve  opportunities,  which  a  retired  country 
village  cannot  offer,  would  cautioufly  try  the 
remedy  propoled,  and  then  adopt  or  relinquifh 
it  as  its  real  effeCts  fliall  fliew  it  to  defcrve. 


Should  any  gentleman,  from  the  laudable 
defire  to  negleCt  no  plaulible  means  of  improv¬ 
ing 


(  7  ) 
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ing  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  of  alleviating 
the  afflictions  to  which  human  nature  is  liable, 
make  trial  of  this  new  remedy  for  the  meatles, 
which  I  recommend  from  its  ttriking  efreCts  in 
the  few  cafes  in  which  it  has  been  tried,  1  ihall 
think  myfelf  obliged  by  his  communicating  the 
refult.  Indeed  it  would  give  me  pleafure  to  hear 
that  any  of  the  peculiar  modes  of  treatment 
which  I  already  have  laid  down,  or  may  propofe, 
are  found  to  be  efficacious ;  as  fuch  communi¬ 
cations  would  not  only  prove  that  what  have 
appeared  to  be  valuable  improvements  in  my 
own  practice,  are  found  to  be  equally  fo  in  the 
hands  of  others,  but  alfo  that  they  are  not  by  all 
thought  unworthy  of  attention ;  an  attention, 
indeed,  which  the  importance  of  the  fubjeCts, 
and  the  motive  which  brings  them  before  the 
public,  muft  and  ought  to  excite  in  every  libe¬ 
ral-minded  practitioner ;  who,  confcious  of  the 
weighty  charge  committed  to  his  care,  feels  it  an 
indifpenfable  duty  to  negleCt  no  means  what- 
foever,  which  may  even  poffibly  be  conducive 
to  the  eafe,  the  lafety,  and  happinefs  of  his 
patients. 
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PRACTICAL  INFORMATION, 

&c. 


A  few  general  Remarks  on  Eryjipelas ,  and  on 
Erythematous  AffeElions  in  general. 

I  AM  not  going  to  give  a  formal  defcription  of 
thefe  two  diforders — that  would  be  unnecefTary ; 
lince  I  am  addreffing  myfelf  to  thofe  who  are 
fuppofed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  them. 
Indeed  were  that  not  the  cafe,  I  fhould  feel  very 
little  inclination  to  enter  upon  a  defcription  of 
what  has  already  been  defcribed  myriads  of  times, 
without  adding  one  iota  of  information,  either 
with  refpedt  to  the  diforder  itfelf,  or  its  mode  of 
cure. 


B 


Erythema 


(  x°  ) 

Erythema  appears  to  me  to  be  merely  a 
milder  degree  of  eryfipelas,  and  as  it  has  always 
readily  yielded  to  the  fame  remedy,  I  (hall  con- 
fider  it  as  fuch. 

Erythema,  however,  is  frequently  excited  by 
local  flimulus,  and  in  fome  cafes  by  certain 
ftimuli  taken  into  the  flomach,  which,  when 
received  into  the  blood,  adt  as  ftimulants  upon 
the  fkin,  and  induce  erythema,  as  I  have  occa- 
fionatly  witneffed  numbers  of  times.  I  know 
one  gentleman  in  particular,  who  by  taking  a 
few  grains  of  the  refin  of  guaiacum,  is  certain  to 
have  an  erythematous  affedtion  of  the  hands  or 
eyes  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours.  Such  affec¬ 
tions  are  but  flight  in  general,  and  not  preceded 

\ 

by  fever ;  on  the  contrary,  eryfipelas  is  com- 
monly  ufhered  in  by  a  confiderable  degree  of 
fever,  and  in  fevere  cafes  with  much  fever  and 
delirium*  Erythema,  when  very  confiderable, 

or  when  improperly  treated,  may,  however,  foon 

* 

become  attended  with  fever  fufficient  to  give  it 
all  the  dangerous  importance  of  eryfipelas. 

As 
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As  fometimes  great  danger  may  arife  from 
miftaking  eryfipelas  for  inflammation  of  a  very 
different  nature,  particularly  when  it  fixes  on 
the  legs  or  arms,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  of 
making  a  remark  or  two  which  may  be  worth 
confidering  before  the  judgment  is  fixed. 

It  is  commonly  obferved,  that  in  eryfipelatous 
inflammation,  if  the  finger  be  preffed  upon  the 
part,  and  then  fuddenly  removed,  the  comprefled 
part  appears  white,  but  inftantly  refumes  the 
general  rednefs.  I  have,  however,  met  with 
fevere  cafes  where  the  diforder  has  been  exten- 
five,  the  colour  deep  red,  and  the  part  greatly 
fwelled,  in  which  no  preffure  that  I  have  thought 
prudent  to  make,  or  my  patient  has  been  willing 
to  fuffer,  has  produced  any  thing  like  whitenefs, 
or  any  very  fenfible  alteration  in  the  colour  of 
the  part  the  finger  was  preffed  upon.  Another 
remark  which  I  wifh  to  make  is,  that  in  fuch 
very  fevere  attacks  the  lymphatics  and  the  glands 
they  pafs  into  generally  become  extremely  pain¬ 
ful  ;  and  their  courfe  from  the  feat  of  the  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  gland  they  enter  into,  may  be  readily 

b  2  traced 
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traced  by  the  evident  degree  of  inflammation 
that  is  perceptible  on  the  fkin  which  covers 
them  ;  and  this  I  have  obferved  more  particularly 
and  flrikingly  evident  in  fuch  cafes  of  eryfipelas 
than  on  any  other  occafions. 

4 

I  fliall  not,  however,  take  up  more  of  my 
reader’s  time  on  this  head,  but  fliall  immediately 
proceed  to  point  out  the  mode  of  treatment 

i  *  ■  - 

which  I  have  adopted,  and  which  I  hope  will 
be  found  not  altogether  undeferving  of  his  atten^ 
tion. 


On  the  Mode  of  Treatment  in  Eryfipelas  and  in 
Erythematous  Affections. 

SOME  time  ago  I  was  confulted  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  frequently  fubjedt  to  what  he 
called  St.  Anthony’s  fire.  One  or  both  eyes 
were  generally  affedted,  and  the  eyelids  fo  much 
fwelled  as  frequently  to  clofe  them  completely. 


The 
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The  fkin  was  red  ;  a  number  of  minute  veficles 
diftended  with  ichor  foon  became  perceptible  : 
that  ichor  was  difcharged  with  great  itching,  and 
defquammation  and  recovery  fucceeded. 

The  heat,  rednefs,  and  itching  at  feme  times 
were  almoft  infupportable. 

This  complaint,  however,  was  not  always 
confined  to  the  face  or  eyes;  fometimes  the 
hands,  feet,  and  particularly  the  genitals,  were 
fubje£t  to  its  attacks. 

When  the  difeafe  was  more  fevere  than  ufual, 
the  inflammation  was  very  confiderable,  attended 
with  pain  and  tendernefs,  and  generally  produc¬ 
tive  of  fome  degree  of  feverifhnefs  and  refHelf- 
nefs,  which  continued  till  the  minute  vefications 
appeared,  when  the  pain  was  converted  into 
itching,  and  exudation  and  defquammation  ter¬ 
minated  the  difeafe. 

At  the  time  he  confulted  me  he  had  a  fmart 
attack  of  the  diforder,  which  had  complete^ 

clofed 
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clofed  one  eye ;  the  face  on  the  fame  fide  was 
greatly  fwelled,  red,  and  rather  painful,  parti¬ 
cularly  on  preftere  :  with  thefe  fymptoms  he  had 

a  flight  degree  of  fever,  and  great  lafiitude. 

% 

I  commenced  my  attack  upon  the  diforder  in 
the  ufual  modes  of  practice.  In  a  day  or  two 
the  right  hand  was  afFe£led  :  I  made  fome  change 
in  the  medicines.  In  a  few  days  more  the  geni¬ 
tals  and  one  thigh  were  alfo  added  to  the  lift. 
The  eyes,  face,  hand,  thigh,  &c.  were  now 
greatly  fwelled,  inflamed,  and  pouring  out  ichor, 
with  extreme  itching  from  myriads  of  little  vefi- 
cles ;  and  in  this  manner  the  difeafe  continued 
for  many  days,  as  though  it  were  to  fet  me  and 
my  medicines  at  defiance ;  for  not  one  article 
likely  to  fucceed  was  neglecfted,  internally  or  ex¬ 
ternally,  and  I  had  plenty  of  time  to  change  my 
mode  of  operation.  At  length,  however,  the 
diforder  abated,  and  my  patient  recovered :  he 
was  fatisfied,  and  fo  was  I.  He  was  fatisfied 
that  I  had  paid  every  attention ;  had  treated  his 
complaint  with  profound  judgment ;  and  that  it 
was  the  nature  of  the  diforder  not  to  admit  of  a 
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more  fpeedy  removal  in  fo  fmart  an  attack ;  and 
I  was  fatisfied  that  every  thing  I  had  done  for 
him  had  not  been  of  one  farthing’s  worth  of 
advantage  to  him ,  neither  had  any  one  article 
fhewn  the  lead:  power  over  the  difeafe. 

Soon  after  this  I  was  confulted  on  a  violent 
eryfipelas,  ufhered  in  by  a  cold  fit  and  fever, 
which  had  fixed  upon  the  leg  of  a  gentleman 
never  before  fubjedt  to  this  difeafe ;  one  who 
had  lived  freely  :  aged  about  fifty. 

The  leg  was  of  a  dark  red,  much  fwelled  and 
painful :  he  had  fever  and  great  refileffnefs.  On 
the  fecond  day  of  the  inflammation,  vefications 
were  formed  with  that  appearance  which  indi¬ 
cates  a  tendency  to  fphacelation. 

A  long  tedious  attention,  various  changes  of 
medicine,  opium,  camphor,  the  bark,  &c.  &c. 
at  length  enabled  the  conftitution  to  overcome  the 
difeafe ;  for  moft  certainly  none  of  thofe  articles 
adled  in  any  other  manner. 
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This  mode  of  proceeding  by  no  means  Satisfied 
me.  I  had  long  been  perfuaded  that  every  dis¬ 
order  has  a  Specific  remedy,  if  we  only  knew  it, 

.  ’  '  V  •  v 

and  consequently  eryfipelas  amongfi  the  reft. 

Soon  after  this,  in  confequence  of  venturing 
to  deviate  from  the  common  rules,  I  formed  a 
different  idea  of  the  nature  of  eryfipelas  and 
erythematous  affections  in  general ;  and  laid 
down  a  mode  of  treatment  in  confequence, 
which  I  was  determined  to  purfue  the  firfl  fair 
opportunity  which  occurred. 

»  P  .  ..  4. 

According  to  my  own  mode  of  reafoning, 
eryfipelas  muff  be  the  effecft  of  a  caufe  fimilar 
to  that  which  produces  the  Scarlatina  maligna, 

A 

only  in  a  milder  degree  in  general ;  and  erythema 
ffill  more  So. 

The  volatile  alkali,  or  cabonate  of  ammonia, 
therefore,  was  what  T  propofed  chiefly  to  depend 
upon. 

& 
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A  cafe 


A  cafe  of  St.  Anthony’s  fire  foon  occurred. 
The  face  greatly  fwelled  and  inflamed,  with  an 
intolerable  heat,  and  a  fenfation  between  pain 
and  itching :  this  fuddenly  came  on  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  I  faw  the  patient  in  the  evening,  as  the 
fwelling  rapidly  increafed.  I  inflantly  gave  fix 
grains  of  volatile  alkali  in  a  little  water,  ordering 
it  to  be  repeated  every  two  or  three  hours ;  and 
called  again  in  the  morning,  when,  to  my 
aftonifhment,  the  face  was  nearly  fettled  to  its 
ufual  appearance,  and  the  diforder  almofl;  vanifh- 
ed  ! — A  little  of  the  folution  confiderably  diluted 
was  alfo  ufed  externally. 

Great  as  were  my  expe&ations  from  the  re¬ 
medy,  1  did  not  expert  fo  fudden  an  amend¬ 
ment,  and  therefore  was  not  by  any  means 
allured  that  the  difappearance  of  the  complaint 
was  entirely  in  confequence  of  the  patient  having 
taken  the  volatile  alkali. 

Several  fimilar  cafes  of  erythema,  or  of  flighter 
degrees  of  eryfipelas,  foon  offered,  and  put  me 
out  of  doubt,  as  they  readily  gave  way  to  the 

c  remedy. 
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remedy.  In  flighter  cafes,  in  a  very  few  hours, 
the  fymptoms  were  alleviated ;  and  the  amend¬ 
ment  fpeedily  terminated  in  health. 

A  more  ferious  cafe,  however,  foon  prefented 
itfelf,  to  prove  the  full  powers  of  my  new  re¬ 
medy. 

A  gentleman,  after  being  flightly  indifpof- 
ed  a  day  or  two,  was  feized  in  the  evening 
with  a  fhaking  fit,  fucceeded  by  fever,  great 
reftleffnefs,  and  fome  delirium.  The  next 
morning  the  right  leg  was  very  painful,  greatly 
fwelled,  and  moll  highly  inflamed.  The  inflam¬ 
mation  was  of  a  dark  or  very  deep  red  colour, 
and  extended  over  the  foot  and  up  to  the  knee. 

The  lymphatics  were  greatly  inflamed  up  to 
the  groin  ;  and  fo  painful  as  fcarcely  to  bear  the 
flighted  prelfure,  without  mifery,  in  any  part 
of  their  whole  courfe ;  and  the  glands  in  the 
groin  were  equally  fwelled  and  painful. 
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A  medical 
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A  medical  gentleman  had  been  immediately 
called  in,  who  had  recourfe  to  the  ufual  modes 
©f  treatment — falines,  purgatives,  opiates,  dia¬ 
phoretics,  antimonials,  he.  with  various  external 
applications  of  the  cooling  kind. 

The  patient  had  been  three  days  under  this 
mode  of  treatment  when  I  was  confulted.  He 
had  been  taking  mercury,  with  febrifuges,  till 
the  bowels  were  conliderably  purged;  and  opium 
was  then  given  to  moderate  that  efFedt.  I  found 
him  with  conliderable  fever,  the  pulfe  one  hun¬ 
dred,  great  third:,  and  great  debility.  The  in¬ 
flammation,  pain,  and  fwelling,  were  now  ra¬ 
pidly  increaflng.  Several  large  bliflers  had  ap¬ 
peared  during  the  laid:  twelve  hours,  and  were 
furrounded  by  a  livid  but  deep  red.  Some  purg¬ 
ing  flill  continued. 

I  ordered  an  opiate  to  be  given,  as  often  as  it 
was  found  neceflary,  to  moderate  the  purging, 
or  to  remove  great  anxiety,  pain,  or  reflleflnets. 


c  z 
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I  immediately  prescribed  one  drachm  of  vola¬ 
tile  alkali,  to  be  formed  into  twenty  pills,  by 

% 

means  of  the  aromatic  confe&ion ;  of  which 
three  were  given  immediately,  and  two  were  to 
be  taken  every  two,  three,  or  four  hours. 

At  the  fame  time  I  ordered  twelve  grains  of 
volatile  alkali,  and  twelve  grains  of  fugar  of 
lead,  or  acetite  of  lead,  to  be  diflolved  in  four 

...  .  •-  i 

ounces  of  water,  to  which  was  added  one 
drachm  of  the  fpirit  of  ammonia.  With  this 
the  inflamed  leg  was  bathed,  and  a  thin  fine 
piece  of  linen  was  put  upon  it,  with  orders  to 
wet  that  covering  frequently  with  the  folution, 
without  removing  it :  the  precipitated  lead,  de- 
poflted  on  the  inflamed  furface  by  the  lotion, 
was  ordered  not  to  be  wafhed  off,  but  Suffered  to 
remain. 

Upon  the  broken  bliflers  plafters  were  put,  of 
a  ialve,  compofed  of  the  common  ointment  of 
yellow  refin,  with  a  little  white  lead  and  com¬ 
mon  chalk. 


In 
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In  a  few  hours  my  patient  was  fenfibly  re¬ 
lieved  :  the  next  day  he  walked  acrofs  the 
floor :  the  following  day  he  went  into  his  gar¬ 
den  ;  and,  in  a  few  days  more,  was  completely 
well ;  excepting  that  debility,  which  fo  long 

and  fo  violent  a  diforder  had  necefiarily  induced; 

* 

and  which,  by  continuing  the  volatile  alkali  two 
or  three  times  a  day,  with  a  little  tincture  of 
bark,  was  very  foon  removed. 

v 

It  is  aflonifhing  how  rapidly  the  inflammation, 
pain,  fwelling,  and  fever  abated,  almoft  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  volatile  alkali  was  given ;  and, 
although  the  vefications  were  broken  into  large 
black  fores,  and  threatened  to  become  trouble- 
fome  ulcers,  yet,  in  a  few  days,  they  were  com¬ 
pletely  healed,  without  any  other  application 
than  the  lotion  and  the  ointment  at  firft  ordered. 

♦  ' 

I  lhall  but  flightly  mention  one  cafe  more, 
which  was  a  violent  eryflpelas  of  the  face  :  the 
eyes  were  fwelled  up,  and  covered  with  large 
vefications,  which  very  foon  formed  ulcers ;  with 
evident  marks  of  fphacelation  commencing, 

when 
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when  I  faw  the  patient.  He  had  fever,  deli¬ 
rium,  pain,  great  redleffnefs,  and  anxiety,  and 
a  frequent  fenfation  of  faintnefs,  with  great  de¬ 
bility  and  probation  of  flrength.  He  had  had 
purgatives,  falines,  camphor,  the  bark,  &c. 
with  fomentations  and  embrocations  of  different 
kinds.  The  diforder,  however,  was  rapidly 
gaining  ground,  and  black  floughs  appeared 
upon  the  furfaces,  expofed  by  the  broken  ve- 
licles. 

I  treated  the  cafe  much  as  the  former,  with 
the  lotion,  with  the  volatile  alkali,  and  with 

s 

tindlure  of  opium  and  the  volatile  aromatic  fpirit 
or  fpirit  of  ammonia,  as  often  as  pain  or  reftleff- 
nefs  made  them  neceffary. 

The  patient  foon  found  great  relief ;  and,  by 
perfi ding  in  the  volatile  alkali,  in  the  ammoni- 
cal  fpirit  with  the  tindlure  of  bark,  and  in  the 
opiate,  occafionally ;  with  the  external  applica¬ 
tions,  as  in  the  former  cafe  j  in  a  day  or  two  the 
fever,  fwelling,  and  inflammation  were  nearly 
gone,  and  he  foon  recovered  his  perfect  health. 

Many 
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Many  cafes  of  greater  or  lefs  importance  have, 
fince  then,  occurred ;  in  all  of  which  the  vola- 
tile  alkali  has  been  my  chief  refource,  and  in  no 
one  cafe  has  it  failed  me. 

In  thefe  diforders,  as  well  as  in  the  fcarlet 
fever,  whether  common  or  malignant,  I  gene¬ 
rally  give  about  fix  grains  at  a  dofe,  either  in  a 
Hate  of  folution  or  made  into  pills ;  ordering 
that  dofe  to  be  repeated  every  two,  four,  fix,  or 
eight  hours,  as  the  degree  of  diforder  or  the 
urgency  of  fymptoms  may  feem  to  require. 

It  muH  naturally  be  fuppofed,  however,  that 
in  fome  cafes,  fome  patients,  and  fome  conflitu- 
tions,  that  dofe  may  be  increafed  or  diminifhed 
with  advantage. 

In  thefe  diforders  too,  as  well  as  in  fcarlatina, 
I  depend  chiefly  upon  the  volatile  alkali  till  the 
diforder  is  in  fome  degree  fubdued,  before  I  have 
recourfe  to  other  medicines  as  auxiliaries.  But 
erylipelas  will  fooner  bear  opium  with  advantage 
than  the  fcarlet  fever  will ;  and,  in  cafes  attend- 

2  ed 
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ed  with  great  faintnefs,  the  fpirit  of  ammonia  is 
an  ufeful  remedy,  along  with  the  fimple  fait,  in 
erytipelas  ;  but  I  do  not  conceive  it  neceffary  in 
fcarlatina. 

In  flight  cafes  of  erythema,  any  kind  of  mild 
alkali  may  anfwer ;  but,  on  the  volatile  alkali 
only  can  I  fully  depend  in  feverer  attacks,  and 
in  fcarlatina  maligna  ;  and,  as  it  fucceeds  equal¬ 
ly  well  in  milder  cafes  alfo,  I  generally  have  re- 
courfe  to  it ;  though  in  fome  particular  circum- 
flances  the  others  are  highly  ufeful. 

Thus  then  have  I  laid  before  my  reader  a 
faithful  flatement  of  the  mode  of  practice  which 
has  been  fo  fingularly  beneficial  in  the  many 
cafes  of  eryfipelas,  and  of  erythema,  which 
have  come  under  my  care,  fince  I  was  firft  led 
to  adopt  it. 

It  would  be  imprudent  in  me  to  fay,  pofitive- 
ly,  that  the  volatile  alkali  is  a  fpecific  in  thefe 
diforders ;  but  I  certainly  can  fay  that  its  effects 
have  conflantly  been  fuch  in  my  pradlice,  as 

powerfully 
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powerfully  to  incline  me  to  think  it  fo ;  and  to 
excite  me  to  hope  it  will  he  found  fo. 

Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  the  linking  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  remedy  in  my  own  pradlice  is  at  leaf! 
a  prefumptive  argument  in  favour  of  its  real 
efficiency  and  power ;  and  it  is  a  motive  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong  to  induce  me  thus  to  bring  it 
before  the  public,  that  it  probably  may  be  pro- 
dudlive  of  general  good  :  for  whether  it  be 
found  to  poffefs  a  fpecific  power  over  thefe  dis¬ 
orders  or  not,  molt  certainly  it  is  a  valuable 
remedy  in  cafes  limilar  to  thofe  in  which  I  have 
given  it;  and  is,  therefore,  an  ufeful  addition 
to  the  methodus  medendi  in  limilar  diforders, 
which  muft  render  it  deferving  of  attention. 


i> 
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A  few  Remarks  on  the  Meajles,  in  which  a  new 
Mode  of  Treatment  is  j>ropofed¥ 

I  NOW  come  forward  in  a  more  queftionable 
fhape.  I  have  honefty  enough  to  avow  it;  to 
put  my  reader  upon  his  guard,  and  to  excite  him 
to  caution. 

The  mealies  are  a  common  diforder,  which 
needs  no  defcription  from  me. 

# 

Every  one  knows  that  they  are  oftentimes  a 
very  fevere  affliction  ;  fometimes  dangerous ; 
and  not  unfrequently  leave  tedious  diforders  in 
the  eyes,  or  more  alarming,  and  too  often  fatal 
affeClions  of  the  lungs. 

The  common  routine  of  pra&ice  in  this  difor¬ 
der  is  merely  palliative,  and  of  fo  little  real  effi- 
cacy,  that,  in  the  country  in  genera],  the  lower 
orders  particularly  trull  entirely  to  nature  and 
inlignificant  flops  :  it  not  having  efcaped  their 
notice^  that  the  fufferers,  thus  treated,  or  thus 

left 


(  *7  ) 

left  to  nature  alone,  commonly  do  at  lead  as 
well,  and  recover  fully  as  foon,  as  thofe  who 
are  under  the  management  of  the  faculty. 

This  being,  at  lea  ft  in  the  country  where  L 
jrefide,  the  general  opinion,  it  is  very  feldom  in¬ 
deed  that  I,  in  a  retired  village,  have  been  con¬ 
futed  upon  the  diforder.  Of  courfe  my  practi¬ 
cal  information  is  not  extent! ve. 

When  I  had  occafion  to  confider  the  nature 
of  fcarlatina  and  eryfipelas,  I  was  led  to  pay 
tome  attention  to  rubeola  alfo,  as  a  branch  which, 
I  fuppofed,  arofe  from  the  fame  radix ;  and  it 
was  then  that  I  wifhed  for  opportunities  to  refer 
to  experience,  to  decide  how  far  the  fuppofttion 
was  correCt. 

It; 

V 

The  refemblance  between  rubeola  and  fcarla¬ 
tina  is  certainly  conftderable ;  both  being  attend¬ 
ed  with  fever,  followed  by  an  eruption  not  very 
diflimilar;  and  in  all  thefe  diforders,  whether 

erythema,  eryfipelas,  fcarlatina,  or  rubeola, 

after 
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after  the  inflammation  *  is  gone,  the  cuticle  is 
thrown  off  in  flakes  or  branny  fcales. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  however,  here  to  trace 
refemblances,  or  to  endeavour  to  enforce  a  mere 
opinion,  which  is  not  fufficiently  backed  by  ex¬ 
perience.  I  wifh  only  to  fay  that  I  conceive  the 
meafles  to  arife  from  a  caufe,  not  differing  great¬ 
ly  in  its  nature  from  that  of  fcarlatina  and  eryfl- 
pelas ;  nor  fo  much  fo  as  to  require  a  mode  of 
treatment  conflderably  different :  confequently, 

as  I  have  found  the  mild  volatile  alkali  to  fuc- 

# 

ceed  in  deflroying  or  removing  the  morbid  caufes 
in  thofe  diforders,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it 
will  be  no  lefs  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  rubeola. 

Some  time  after  this  opinion  was  formed,  I 
was  confulted  refpebiing  a  little  patient,  who  was 
feized  by  the  meafles.  She  was  about  three 
years  of  age,  and  had  been  ill  three  or  four  days; 
having  been  tick,  and  having  had  much  fever, 
delirium,  fneezing,  and  a  troublefome  cough. 

On 
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On  the  evening  before  I  faw  her,  the  eruption 
had  flightly  appeared ;  but  a  feverifli  reftlefs 
night  had  brought  it  forward  fo  completely,  that 
fhe  was  univerfally  covered  with  it  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  when  I  firft  faw  her. 

She  at  that  time  had  much  fever,  her  pulfe 
very  quick,  her  Ikin  hot,  and  fwelled  with  the 
eruption  and  general  inflammation.  Her  nofe 
was  alfo  conflderably  fwelled  and  fluffed,  or 
clofed  by  the  thickening  of  the  inflamed  mem- 
brane,  which  covers  the  internal  furfaces  ;  and 
her  eyes  were  highly  inflamed,  watery,  and 
nearly  clofed  by  the  tumid  date  of  the  eyelids. 

As  the  fever  was  high,  the  pulle  quick  and 
firm,  and  the  eruption  fcarcely  completed,  I 
thought  this  a  fair  opportunity  for  trying  the 
effedts  of  the  volatile  alkali. 

I  accordingly  diflolved  eighteen  grains  of  it 
in  one  ounce  of  water,  and  defired  that  one  tea- 
fpoonful  might  be  given  in  a  little  cold  water, 
with  fugar,  every  three  or  four  hours  ;  and  as 

my 
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my  little  patient  was  thirfly,  fhe  had  permiffion 
to  drink  toaft  and  water,  or  a  little  tea,  at  plea- 
fure.  If  the  fever  or  any  peculiar  circumflances 
rendered  it  neceflary,  I  requefted  that  I  might 
hear  concerning  her  in  the  evening,  otherwife 
not  till  the  fucceeding  morning. 

The  evening  palled  away  without  interruption, 
and  in  the  morning  following  my  patient  came 
to  viflt  me  !  She  had  pafled  a  comfortable 
night,  being  cool,  and  having  flept  foundly.  The 
inflammation  of  the  eyes,  nofe,  and  eruption  in 
general,  were  nearly  gone ;  and  the  fwellings, 
both  general  and  local,  were  fo  much  fublided, 
that  her  countenance  had  in  a  great  meafure 
recovered  its  ufual  charadter.  She  had  very 
little  cough,  no  fever,  and  the  eruption  was 
evidently  dying  away.  In  fhort,  fhe  finifhed 

her  medicine,  and  from  that  time  fuflfered  no 

\ 

further  lofs,  either  of  play,  or  of  food,  or  of 
liberty. 

This  great  and  fudden  difappearance  of  the 
fever  and  eruption  made  me  anxious  to  try  the 

medicine 
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medicine  in  other  cafes ;  not  only  as  a  cure  but 
as  a  preventive;  being  determined,  on  the  firft 
opportunity,  to  give  the  volatile  alkali  imme¬ 
diately  on  the  commencement  of  the  fever ;  and 
likewife  to  prefcribe  fmall  dofes  to  fome  who  were 
likely  to  take  the  infe&ion,  as  a  prophylactic. 

Another  cafe  or  two  occurred,  much  the  fame 
as  that  I  have  already  defcribed.  They  were 
treated  in  the  fame  manner,  with  the  fame  fimple 
remedy,  and  with  the  fame  rapid  difappearance 
of  the  diforder :  when,  unfortunately  for  my  ex¬ 
perience,  the  difeafe  entirely  difappeared. 

Another  cafe,  however,  foon  after  was  laid 
before  me,  refpeCiing  a  girl,  about  fix  years  of 
age,  refiding  feveral  miles  diflant  from  me,  and 
whom  I  did  not  fee.  She  had  had  the  meafles 
very  feverely ;  the  eruptions,  at  the  time  when  I 
was  confulted,  were  nearly  gone,  but  the  fever 
remained,  with  frequent  delirium  ;  cough  fe¬ 
verely  troublefome ;  her  eyes  inflamed,  and  the 
parotids  confiderably  enlarged  and  painful,  with 
fome  difficulty  in  fwallowing ;  and  her  breath 

highly 
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highly  offenfive.  Though  this  was  certainly  a 
very  unfavourable  fpecimen  of  the  diforder,  yet 
the  volatile  alkali  only  was  given,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  recovered  in  a  few  days. 

Although  I  by  no  means  wifh  to  repofe  too 
great  confidence  in  the  powers  of  the  volatile 

alkali,  in  curing  rubeola,  becaufe  it  has  fo  com¬ 
pletely  fucceeded  in  thefe  few  cafes  ;  yet,  as  it 
has  manifefled  fuch  powerful  effects,  invariably, 
in  the  cafes  it  has  been  adminiftered  in,  I  think 
it  certainly  right  to  lay  the  fa<fls  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  with  a  wifh  that  this  remedy  may  not  be 
forgotten  when  opportunities  again  occur  of 
bringing  it  to  the  only  tefl  which  can  decide  re- 
fpe&ing  its  real  powers  in  this  diforder. 


HAVING 
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HAVING  thus  communicated  the  informa¬ 
tion  I  at  prefent  have  to  give  on  thefe  difeafes, 
I  fhall  lay  down  my  pen. 

It  is  my  intention,  however,  immediately  to 
relume  it,  for  the  purpofe  defcribing  the  man¬ 
ner  of  treating  acute  rheumatifm,  ophthalmia, 
and  inflammations  of  that  kind  in  general, 
which  has  been  fo  conftantly  fuccefsful,  as  to 
have  gained  my  utmofl:  confidence ;  at  the  fame 
time  propofing  a  new  method  of  treating  the 
gout. 

The  feverity  of  fome  of  thefe  diforders ;  the 
obftinacy  of  others ;  and  the  danger,  or  diftrefs, 
which  arifes  too  frequently  from  their  not  being 
fpeedily  removed,  added  to  their  extreme  fre¬ 
quency,  mull  render  a  prompt  and  effectual 
mode  of  treating  them  greatly  to  be  wiflied  for ; 
and  I  have  a  pleafure  in  indulging  the  hope  that 
the  method  I  propofe  to  bring  before  the  public 
will  be  found  deferving  not  only  of  attention, 
but  of  confidence. 


THE  END. 
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